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of a sweetheart, insider-type deal, giv-
ing contracts to companies who hire
former Federal employees. It’s just
scandalous what is going on in this
country and it’s really hurting this Na-
tion badly—and especially hurting the
middle income people that the Presi-
dent says he’s so eager to help, but who
he will be hurting worse than ever if he
keeps expanding the Federal Govern-
ment at the rate that he wants to.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 3 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mrs. MILLER of Michigan) at
noon.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

As we meditate on all the blessings of
life, we especially pray for the blessing
of peace in our lives and in our world.
Our fervent prayer, O God, is that peo-
ple will learn to live together in rec-
onciliation and respect, so that the ter-
rors of war and of dictatorial abuse will
be no more.

As You have created each person, we
pray that You guide our hearts and
minds that every person of every place
and background might focus on Your
great gift of life and so learn to live in
unity.

May Your special blessings be upon
the Members of this assembly in the
important, sometimes difficult, work
they do. Give them wisdom and char-
ity, that they might work together for
the common good.

May all that is done this day in the
people’s House be for Your greater
honor and glory.

Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Colorado (Mr. GARD-
NER) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. GARDNER led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:
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I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

——
KYLE CARPENTER, AN AMERICAN
HERO
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, in February of 2009,
Corporal Kyle Carpenter, a constituent
and resident of Lexington, South Caro-
lina, enlisted in the United States Ma-
rine Corps and went on to complete re-
cruit training at the Marine Corps Re-
cruit Depot at Parris Island, South
Carolina. A little over a year later,
Corporal Carpenter was deployed to
Marjah, Afghanistan, with his unit to
carry out his service and protect our
families in Operation Enduring Free-
dom.

On November 21, 2010, Corporal Car-
penter suffered devastating injuries
when an enemy hand grenade exploded
while he was on post. Because of his he-
roic actions, Corporal Carpenter poten-
tially saved the lives of countless oth-
ers and has been decorated with a Pur-
ple Heart and awarded the Combat Ac-
tion Ribbon.

I have had the privilege of visiting
with Kyle, his mother, Robin, and his
father, Jim. Throughout his recovery
with the dedicated staff at Walter Reed
in Bethesda, Kyle has served as a testa-
ment to hard work and valor. Today,
Kyle is an intern serving with Chair-
man JEFF MILLER of the Veterans’ Af-
fairs Committee.

I have no doubt that because of Cor-
poral Carpenter’s service, American
families are more secure. I want to
thank Kyle and the Carpenter family
for your dedication to our Nation.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

—————

LET’S ACT NOW TO GET RID OF
SEQUESTRATION

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. Madam Speaker, when I
first came to Congress, I didn’t vote for
that bill that created the threat of se-
questration. I thought it was a bad idea
then, and I think it’s a bad idea now.
Automatic triggers that institute auto-
matic cuts across the board in spending
in this country are a bad idea. This
manmade crisis is now threatening
both our Nation’s economy and our na-
tional security.
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Here are just a couple of ways that
that would happen. Ten percent of the
FAA’s workforce of 40,000 would be fur-
loughed on any given day, resulting in
reduced air traffic controllers, longer
delays, and economic losses for air
transportation and tourism. Fewer air
traffic controllers means fewer flights,
which means less tourism, and that
means fewer jobs in hotels and res-
taurants—a ripple effect that could
cripple our economy.

The Coast Guard would be cut by
nearly 25 percent, jeopardizing mari-
time and navigation safety, the safe
flow of commerce along U.S. water-
ways, and drastically reduce our abil-
ity to fight drug trafficking.

The clock is ticking once again. We
cannot take our economy and our safe-
ty backwards at a time when the
American people have worked to build
it up.

Let’s act now to get rid of this ter-
rible sequestration.

————

INJUSTICE TO THE VILLAGE OF
KING COVE, ALASKA

(Mr. YOUNG of Alaska was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Madam
Speaker, this is an injustice what the
Secretary of the Interior and the Fish
and Wildlife has done to a village
called King Cove in Alaska. We had
hearings, we had the lands transfer, we
had everything going to work so these
people could be safe—be safe to go to
hospitals, be safe to fly out when the
weather was bad. It was an agreement
between the State, the Congress, and
the village of King Cove. And along
comes the Fish and Wildlife and denies
them the trade that has to be nec-
essary for this transportation corridor.

I'm urging my Senators to put a hold
on the new Secretary of the Interior so
she’s not confirmed until this Sec-
retary can, in fact, sign the law that
will allow them to have safety once
and for all. This process has been going
on for more than 20 years. We finally
got to a solution that’s being stopped
by this administration, the lack of
knowledge about human life, who
would rather protect something that
does not exist.

This refuge has over 300 miles of road
in it, but these people are being denied
and need the safety. I'm asking Sec-
retary Salazar, in fact, to take and do
his job: overturn the Fish and
Wildlife’s recommendation, allow my
people to be safe, and make sure they
can continue to live their lives without
the threat of the weather when it can
be solved by an act of the Secretary.

————

COMMEMORATING THE 2-YEAR AN-
NIVERSARY OF UPRISING IN
BAHRAIN
(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was

given permission to address the House

for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)
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